[Historical research of cinchona cultivation in Japan (Part 3)--A proposal to introduce cinchona by Takeaki Enomoto].
We attempted to determine how one of the most valuable medicinal plants, cinchona, was brought to and cultivated in Japan. In the course of the study, we report that cinchona seedlings were brought to Japan for the first time in 1876, as per Takeaki Enomoto's proposal to the Meiji government. We also examine the details of his proposal in effort to clarify that the written proposal was submitted between February and March, 1874, and considered his motives leading to the submission. Cinchona is a very important medicinal plant that has saved human lives. However, there was no proof that Takeaki Enomoto's proposal made it introduction to Japan possible, nor was there any evidence that its cultivation was attempted. In addition, it was not clear that the details of the above has been found in document including the Nomutenmatsu (agricultural report published by the Meiji Government). It is significant that the details has been clarified by our series of studies not only from the standpoint of the history of pharmacy, but also from the accounts of the great predecessors involved, such as Takeaki Emonoto and Yasusade Tashiro.